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INTERVATICNAL area CONVENTION STaNDARDS aND CANADIAN 
LEGISLATION CONCERNING YOUNG PERSONS 


Minimum Age for Employment 
A. International Labour Conventions 
Industry Convention No. 59, 1937 


15, in "industrial undertakings" 


Includes riines, quarries, factories, shipbuilding, 
clectrical works, construction of any kind, transport by 
road, rail or inland waterway. 


Higher age or ages must be tixed for employment 
dangerous to life, health or morals. 


Mon-Industry Convention No. 60 
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15, or minimum school-leaving age if higher, in 
"non-industrial undertakings" with exception as below. 


includes all except "industrial 
undertakings," agriculture and employment 
On OcCean-going vessels. 


13, on light work not harmful to health, development or 
to school prozress, but if under 14, not more than 
2 howrs a day and not on Sundays, legal public 
holidays or during the night (8 pm.-8 a.m.). Work 
and school attendance may not occupy more than 7 
hours a day. 

"Light work" to be defined by national laws 

Or regulaciong. 


ilighor uge or ages must be fixed for employment 
dangerous to Life, health or morals, including 
itinurant trading in streets and public places. 


Agriculbure Convention No. 1.0, eu 
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14, in agriculture except outside school hours. 


Sea Convention Mo. 7, 1920 


ee — 


14, on Ocean-going versels, exeept training-ships. 


le : r (e, rar. arate 
Sea Convention No. 58, Revised 1936 
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15, on ocean-eoing vesscls, except training-ships. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/76111/7651661 


B. Dominion Legislation 


At Sea ’ 1 Mp 


International Lubour Convention, 1920, ratified by 


Government of Cunada on March 11, 1926. 
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+» Frovincial Legislation 


Ll, Industrial Undertakings 


ee 


Alberta 


Mines, in or about, 17 


Factories, 15 


Oceupations likely to injure life, limbs, health, 
education or morals, 16 


British Columbia 
Coal mines, in or about surface workings, 16 
- , below ground, 18 


ietal, mines, in or about, 15 


, below ground, 18 


ed 


Factories, shipyards, electrical plants, logging, 
construction, road transport, 15 


Except with permit setting forth conditions. 


lanitoba 


tines, in or about, 16 


, below ground, 18 
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Factories and general. occupations, except with permit, 15 
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Ccecupations likely to injure life, limbs, health, 
education or morals, 16 


New Brunswick 
Mines, below ground, 16 
Factories, except with permit, 16 
Nova scotia 
Coal. mines, at face, 18; 17% under wartime regulations 
ores » below ground, 17 


Metal mines, in or about, 16 


Factories, 14; 16,during school hours, except with 
employment certificate 


Ontario. 
kiines, in or about, 16 
, below ground, 18 
Factories, 14; 16, from 8 a.m. to 5 pem., except with permit 
Prince Edward Island 


"Industrial undertakings", 15 
Gives effect to International Labour Convention, 1937. 


Quebec 


iiines, below ground, 15 


Industrial establishments, 14; 16, if unable to read and 
write fluently, unless attending night school. 


7 ey | pbemney "vay td ee oer 


an Ms in Wael inated padyeh JL Let eeieosaal 
—_ oe5h Tete Lene 


Bh alt: 
as) j 
OL fe8ds. ve 4b peeeli 


at ., bavlors, — ed 
Cimieg 40) bepVed pad. g 2 pte. MD ST AL (weeerees 
ae ee 
| Pi least iiatea ‘iehisanoes* 
«XV. ,aviteness® tides inne tinesintl vt tyeTia newt 


Top Pit — pete 


Et tet Rd, @litee BS he Rd ee =o 
Laomee rest A grt true te ais fines ' 


- 


Saskatchewan 
Coal. mines, in workings, 15 
Other mines, in or about, 16 
, below ground, 18 


Factories, 16 


Dangerous Trades 


The Government may prohibit the employment in dangerous 
or unwholesome work in British Columbia, Manitoba and Ontario of 
boys under 16 and girls under 18, in Saskatchewan of persons under 
18, and in Nova Scotia of persons under 16. In New Brunswick, the 
Minister has similar power in respect to persons under 18. In 
Prince Edward Island the Government may fix a higher age than 15 
for employment of persons under 18 which is dangerous to life, 
health or morals. 

No regulations have been made in any of these Provinces. 

In Quebec, where similar power is given for different 
age-groups, regulations have been made with respect to three age- 
groups: 

lL. No females and no boys under 18 may be employed in 
establishments of the following descrintion: 

Abattoirs; muriatic, nitric, and sulphuric acids; white 
arsenic; asphalt; bonzine; crushing and barrelling cement; 
Cleaning iron, brass or zine with acids; crushing lime, 
plaster and stone; supervising dynamos; dynamite; fertilizers 
flaying horse and other animals; flesh (refuse from abattoirs 
cas; galvanizing iron; plating mirrors; Paris Green; dyeing 


Sking; smelting and rolling iron, brass, lead, zinc; tallow; 
dipping iron pipes and wooden blocks in tar; white lead, 


); 
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2. No girl under 18 or boy under 16 may be employed in 
establishments of the following description: 


Boxing baking powder; bakeries; beating and cleaning 
wools; beating carpets; canning works (soldering boxes); 
cartridges; confectionery; cutlery; crystal; drugs; dry 
polishing iron, brass or horn; glue; elevators and hoists; 
marble; matches (mixing and dipping); oilcloth; oils; oxide 
of iron; rags; rubber works (varnishing); sand-papering 
wood by machinery; stamping sheet metal; skins and leather; 
tinning sheet-iron utensils; tinning wire; wood (working on 
edge tool machines). 


ay 


>e Boys and girls over 14 may be employed: 


(a) at general work in paint, rubber, shoe factories, 
stamping of sheet metal, wire; 

(b) in match factories, except mixing and dipping, and 
cutlory, except work on molds; and, except on machines, in 
biscuits, canning works, confectionsry, laundries and pre- 
paration of wood. 
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Gok 
&. Non-industrial Undertakings 
COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
Alberta 
Shops, hotels, restaurants, office buildings, 15 
Barber shops, 16 


Hotels and restaurants, girls, except with parent's 
written consent, 18 


British Columbia 


Shops, catering, shoe-shine stands, automobile service 
stations, 15 ; 
Except with permit setting forth conditions. 


Manitoba 


Retail or wholesale stores (including department stores and 
mail order houses), hotels, restaurants, clubs, offices, 
except with permit, 15 


New Brunswick 


Sheps, hotels, restaurants, office buildings, except with 
permit, 16 


Ontarie 


Shops, restaurants, office buildings, 14; 16, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 pem., except with permit 


Quebec 


Shops, hotels, restaurants, or any trade or business, 14; 
16, if unable to read and write fluently, unless 
attending night school, 


Saskatchewan 


Hotels, restaurants, hospitals, nursing homes and educational 
institutions, lé. 
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ZeTpye 
STREET TRADES 
Alberta 


Municipal councils may pass by-laws for licensing children 
under 18 as messengers, shoe-shiners, newsboys and vendors of small 
wares. 

No license may be given to child under 
12, nor, except with parents' consent, to 
child under 15. No licensee may work during 
school hours, or after 8 p.m., December~February, 
or after 9 p.m., March-November. 

Penalty for causing child under 16 to be in public place 
to perform or sell articles. 

The following may be apprehended and taken into custody: 

(1) girl of any age, boy under 12, or boy 
under 14 without pareuts' consent, who 
is sclling newspapers or other articles 
in street or public place at any time; 

(2) child under 15 and over 7 who does not 

regularly attend school; 

(3) child under 18 found begging or carrying 
on street trade or loitering in public 
place after 9 p.m. 

British Columbia 

Lunicipal councils may pass by-laws fixing hour after which 
child of specified age may not be on streets. 

Child under 18 may be apprehended who is found begging in 
street, house or place of public resort, whother actually begging 
or under pretext of offering anything for sale. 

Manitoba 

Municipal councils may pass by-laws for licensing children 
under 18 as messengers, newsboys, vendors of small wares or shoe- 
shiners. 

No licence to girl under 18, to boy undor 

12, nor, except with parents’ consent, to boy 
under 14. No licensee may work during school 
hours, or after 8 p.m. December~February or 
after 9 p.m. l.arch-November. 


Penalty for causing child under 18 to be in public place to 


perform or sell articles. 
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Child under 12 selling newspapers or other articles or 
distributing advertising matter in public places may be apprehended 
and taken into custody. 

New Brunswick 

Municipal councils may pass by-laws fixing hour after which 
children of specified age may not be in public place at night. 

Commissioners of juvenile courts may make regulations 
concerning conditions under which children may engage in street 
trades, subject to approval of municipality. 

Penalty for causing child under 16 to be in public place 
to beg, whether under pretence of performing or offering articles 
for sale. 


Nova Scotia 


City and town councils may pass by-laws regulating employment 
of children under 16 as messengers, newsboys and vendors of small 
wares; by-law must be approved by the Governor in Council. 


Cntario 


No girl under 16 and no boy under 12 may engage in or be 
licensed or permitted to engage in street trade or occupation. 

No boy under 16 may engage in street trade 10 pem.-6 a.m. 

Boards of Police Commissioners in cities may pass by-laws 
for regulating children as messengers, vendors of small wares and 
boot-blacks,. 

Penalty for causing child under 16 to be in public place 
to werform or sell articles 9 pem. - 7 acl. 

Child under 16 may be apprehended and taken into custody 
who is begging, carrying on street trade contrary to Act, or 


QO 


loitering in public place after 9 p.m. 


Quebec 


Mo child under 16 may sell newspaners or carry on street 


trade unless able to read and write fluently. 
Exception up to § pem. for those attending night school. 
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No child under 14 may be employed as messenger for shop 
or denariment store or telegraph company or to distribute hand- 
bills or advertisements. 
No child under 16 may be so employed unless able to read 
and write fluently or unless attending night school. 
hunicipal councils may make by-laws to regulate employment 
of minors in streets and public places and to license newspaper 
carriers. 
Saskatchewan 
Kunicipal councils may pass by-laws licensing children as 
messengers, newsboys, vendors of small wares and boot-blacks. 
No licence to girl under 18, to boy under 12, 
or except with parents! consent, to a boy under 14. 
No female licensee may engage in street trade 
7 Pelle-7acMe 
No male licensee may engage in street trade 
during school hours or after & pem. December-February, 
or after 9 p.m. March-November. 
Child under 16 may be taken into custody who is a habitual 


truant or who is found begging in street or place of public resort or 


loitering in public place after 10 p.m, 


PLACES OF ALUSAMENT 


Alberta 

Billiard rooms and bowling-alleys, 18 

Bowling-alleys, pin-setting, in wartime, 16 to 18, but 
only with parents' written consent. 

Penalty for causing child under 16 to be in circus or 
other vlace of public amusement to perform or sell articles. 

Child over 10 may be licensed for public entertainments 


under proper safeguards. 
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Shall be subject to medical examination for fitness for employment, 
and the other methods of supervision to be adopted for ensuring the 


strict enforcement of the Convention. 
Be Frrovincveal Lerys ats on 


Only in Nova Scotie and Quebec is there such legislation 
applying specifically to young workers. 

Haucation Act:, 1915. stipulates that-a cnidd of 15 and over 
who satisfies the Board that he needs to work and who is attending 
night school may be exempt from school attendance, He must before 
engaging in employment obtain a certificate of physical fitness for 
such employment. 

Quebec 

Boys under 16 and girls under 18 may be required by the 
factory inspector to undergo an examination by a "sanitary 
physician” appointed under the Act or by any other doctor, and, as 
a2 result, the employee may be discharged as unTrit, 

General 

There are algo provisions which inelude edult workers, 

In G@uebec, no verson may be employed in dusty trades with- 
out a@ medical examination or continue such employment unless he has 
an annual examination. In employment involving health risks ex- 
aminations may be required at specified intervals. Where benzol is 
used, there must be annual examinations, and, where lead is used, 
continual medical supervision. 

In New Brunswick, where there is risk of industrial disease, 
the Minister may order medical examinations end may forbid any per- 
son being employed in a specified factory unless he has had such 
examination, 

In Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and Saskatchewan, statutory 
regulations may require periodic examinations of persons employed 
in connection with benzol or other poisons or harmful processes, 

In the first three Provinces, such regulations permit the ad- 
ministrative authority or the Inspector to require examinations 
where lead or benzol is used. 

Specific provisions in several Provinces require examina- 


tion of workmen exposed to silica dust. 
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British Columbia 
Places of amusement, 15 
Except with permit, setting forth hours and 
working conditions, 
Theatres, bowling-alleys, billiard and pool- 


rooms, swimming pools, etc., included. 


Pool-rooms or billiard-rooms, outside municipality, 18 


Manitoba 


Places of amusement or bowling-alleys, except with permit, 15. 


Includes theatres, amusement halls, dance halls, 
circuses, race tracks, hockey rinks, or grounds used 
for athletics or outdoor games. 

Municipal councils may pass by-laws licensing pin-setters 
in bowling-alleys and juvenile performers in places of public 
entertainment. 

No licence to girl under 18, to voy under 12, or 
without parents! consent to boy under 14. No licensee 
may work during school hours, or except juvenile per- 
former, after 8 p.m, December-Fvbruary, or after 9 p.m. 
liwarch-November. 

Pénalty for causing child under 18, except with licence 


from immicipality, to be in circus or place of public amusement 


to verform or sell articles. 


New Brunswick 


Places of amusement, except with Minister's permission, UO 


Ontario 
Bowling-alloys, pool-rooms or billiard-parlours, 14; 
16, in such places from 8 a.m. to 5 pem., except with permit. 
Penalty for causing chiJd under 16 to be in circus, 
theatre or other place of public amusement to perform or sell articles. 


Child over 10 may be licensed for public entertainments 


wider proper safeguards. 
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Quebec 
Theatres, moving-picture halls, clubs, amusement hslls or 
arenas, 14; 16, in such places unless able to read and write 


fluently or attending night school. 


Saskatchewan 
Places of amusement, 15 


Includes bowling-alleys, billiard halls, skating and 
curling rinks, dance halls, theatres, shooting galleries, etc. 


Penalty for causing child under 16 to be in circus or 
other place of public amusement to perform or sell articles but, 
if there is inspection, licence may be granted for such hours as 
are deemed proper, not to exceed 7 in 24 hours. 

Municipal councils may pass by-laws fixing age and 
conditions under which minor may be employed in any place of 
public resort in which billiard or pool-tables or bowling-alleys 


are kept for hire but none under 13 at night. 
PLACES WHERE INTOXICANTS ARE SOLD 


Alberta 
21, in selling, handling or serving beer in licensed 


club, canteen or hotel. 


British Columbia 
21, in selling, handling or serving beer in licensed 


premises, 


Manitoba 
21, in selling, handling or serving beer in or about 


any beer parlour. 


New Brunswick 
Child under 16 who is employed in brewery, shop or other 
place where intoxicating liquors are made, bottled or sold may be 


apprehended and taken into custody. 
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Nova Scotia 
Child under 16 who is employed in brewery, shop or 


other place where intoxicating liquors are made, bottled or sold 


may be apprehended and taken into custody. 


Ontario 

2l, in serving liquor in any licensed premises. 
Quebec 

20, in selling beer by glass in tavern in city or town. 
Saskatchewan 


21, in selling, handling or serving beer in licensed 
’ Dy | > 8 


premises. 
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